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Transforming 100 
million lives through 
sustainable products



At d.light, we envision a brighter future where all 
people around the globe are empowered to enjoy 
the quality of life that comes with access to reliable 
and affordable products.

All d.light products follow the human-centered 
design principles popularized by the design school 
(d.school) at Stanford University. We continuously 
solicit feedback from our customers on numerous 
prototypes before honing in on a design that meets 
their unique needs. Each d.light product is thus 
unique in both its form and function.

Since its founding in 2006, d.light has sold over 20 
million solar lighting and power products in 70 
countries, transforming the lives of over 100 million 
people in the developing world.

22 million
tons of CO2 offset

100 million
lives empowered

$4 billion
energy expenditure saved

Bloomberg Energy 
Pioneer 2013

Zayed Future 
Energy Prize 2013

Ashden Awards for 
Sustainable Energy 2010

Social Entrepreneur 
of the Year 2014

Toyota Vehicles of 
Change Winner 2019

Powering
A Brighter
Future



Transforming 
100 Million 
Lives by 2020

In 2004, Peace Corps volunteer Sam Goldman's fifteen-year-old neighbor 

was badly burned in a kerosene accident in Benin, Africa. Sam knew 

there had to be better, safer ways to power homes and businesses in the 

developing world. After returning to North America from the Peace Corps, 

Sam enrolled in Stanford’s Entrepreneurial Design for Extreme Affordability 

class, where he met co-founder Ned Tozun.

In 2006, Ned and Sam founded d.light, developing the initial prototype 

solar lantern and an ambitious plan to bring safe, bright, clean lighting and 

power to people around the globe. d.light’s first commercial solar product 

made its debut in the marketplace in 2008.
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More than 2 billion people 
around the world live without 
reliable access to electricity.



22 million
tons of CO2 offset

21 billion
productive hours created

177 GWh
generated from a renewable 

energy source

25 million
school aged children 

reached with solar lighting

100 million
lives empowered

$4 billion
saved in energy-related 

expenses

Our solar solutions 
are making clean energy 

universally available and affordable.



Loved by 
Customers 
and the 
Planet Alike

*As per Impact studies by Acumen, SKS, and Palawan government

95% of d.light customers 
rate our products as a good 
value for money and would 

recommend to a friend*

Daw Tin Tin Mya, a midwife and nurse 
in Myanmar, purchased a d.light lantern 
to aid her while she delivered babies.

As a result, the expectant mothers in Shwebo Su village 
no longer need to  give birth in darkness. Daw can now 
deliver babies successfully with safe, bright light, and can 
also aid sick patients at night more easily. Her patients 
find the light of the d.light lantern she brings with 
her very comforting.

Daw Tin Tin Mya
Ayeyarwady Delta, 

Myanmar

Apollo is an elderly herbalist 
who lives on Maasai land, 
close to Nairobi.

He is a widower and proud father, and owns a popular 
business in the village center. Apollo uses his d.light 
lantern to light his home and to walk home at night. 
“Without it, I would be blind. People in the community 
slowly are warming up to solar…. It just came in very 
recently—very helpful—I can read and write at night.”

Apollo Kagwa
Maasai Homeland, 

Kenya

Bala learned about d.light 
lanterns from his friend.

“When I saw the way it was constructed and the quality of the 
plastic, I was completely convinced of the great value it can 
bring and bought two lamps straightaway for my stall.” Bala 
used his d.light to increase productivity on his chicken farm. 
Normally, each chicken produces 10-15 eggs a month. 
By using his d.light to feed the chickens at night, Bala boosted 
productivity to 30 eggs a month. He now owns seven d.light 
lanterns, saving money on kerosene and batteries.

Janendra, a farmer in rural India, lives in a 
village without regular electricity.

His family relied on kerosene lamps for lighting their home, 
but it was very smoky and blackened their home and clothes 
with soot. Now, the family’s d.light lantern has replaced the 
kerosene lamps. “Because we don’t need to spend any money 
on kerosene, we save around 200 rupees a month.” Janendra’s 
daughter previously relied on kerosene to study, which was 
dangerous and produced poor-quality lighting. Now, she can 
study longer, and more efficiently.

Bala Suleman
Mataisia Town near 

Kano, Nigeria

Janendra Singh
India

SF Bay Area 
Global HQ & 
NA/SA Hub



70 Countries 
and Counting
d.light has the largest distribution 
footprint in the industry.

SF Bay Area 
Global HQ & 
NA/SA Hub

Lagos 
West Africa Hub

Nairobi
East Africa Hub

Shenzhen
Global Factory 
and China Hub

Gurgaon
Asia Hub

30000 retail outlets

1500 staff

5000 commission agents

20 million products sold



“We believe that capital markets 
can create positive economic 
and social change, and that 
d.light can provide the kind of 
financial and social returns we 
seek from our investments.” 
- Developing World Markets

"Total has a target to sell five million 
off-grid solar products in Africa by 
2020, impacting 25 million people 

on the continent. We are constantly 
working on innovative and affordable 
new solutions to meet our customers 
growing needs. d.light’s PayGo home 

system, as well as portable single 
and multi-use lanterns, are pivotal 

in helping us achieve this goal. 
We have been partnering with 

d.light since 2010 and always look 
forward to helping them bring new 

solar solutions to market." 
- Total

“In countries where energy access is low 
for the vast majority, solar has the ability to 
impact people living there in a multitude of 
ways. We are proud to support d.light’s work 
to bring solar-powered solutions to rural 
households in these countries.” 
- Norfund

"Financing d.light’s innovative pay-
as-you-go solar business, particularly 

in Africa, allows our funds to ensure 
people gain access to energy in a 
way that safeguards our climate." 

- responsAbility Investments AG

Over $150M Raised
d.light impacts millions of lives every day 
through a global network of renowned 

business partners



Globally Recognized 
for Innovation 
and Leadership

Zayed Future Energy Prize 
d.light was the winner of the Zayed Future Energy Prize 2013, the 
world’s largest annual award in the renewable and sustainable 
energy sector. d.light was selected in the small and medium size 
enterprise category.

New Energy Pioneer 
d.light was named Bloomberg New Energy Pioneer in 2013, 
in recognition of its innovative, proven technologies, robust 
business model, ability to demonstrate traction and momentum 
in activities, and potential for global scale

Social Entrepreneur of the Year 
Co-founders Ned Tozun and Sam Goldman were named Social 
Entrepreneurs of the Year 2014 by the Schwab Foundation for 
Social Entrepreneurship. d.light, along with 37 other individuals 
and organizations in the 2014 class, were fully integrated into the 
events and initiatives of the World Economic Forum.

Ashden Awards for Sustainable Energy
d.light won the International Gold Award given by the Ashden 
Awards for Sustainable Energy in 2010.

Toyota Vehicles of Change Winner
NationSwell and Toyota teamed up to find innovators who are 
rejecting old rules, creating change and protecting the planet. 
d.light was selected as the First Place Winner in the 2019 Vehicles 
of Change Contest.

Silver Winner
d.light’s A1 reading lamp earned a Silver Stevie Award at the 14th 
Annual American Business Awards in 2016 as an Energy Industry 
Innovation of the Year.  The American Business Awards are the world’s 
premier business awards honoring the achievements and positive 
contributions of organizations and working professionals worldwide.

21st Century Icon Awards
d.light received the highest honor, taking home the Elite Rising 
Star award at the 21st Century Icon Awards 2018.  This award 
acknowledges private businesses that have demonstrated 
significant growth and genuine innovation in order to achieve 
their ambitious goals.

The Cleantech Group and The Guardian
d.light was selected as one of the world’s top 100 cleantech 
companies in 2010 by The Cleantech Group and The Guardian.

Forbes’ List of Top 30 Social Entrepreneurs 
d.light founders Sam Goldman and Ned Tozun were recognized 
by Forbes Magazine in 2011 as two of the world’s top 30 social 
entrepreneurs.

Business Insider 100 - The Creators
Business Insider honored d.light as one of its 100 companies, large 
and small, that transcend the boundaries of capitalism and generate 
creative worth that challenges the idea of traditional business success.

Verizon Powerful Answers Winner 
d.light was selected as a winner in the Sustainability category for 
its innovative solution, designed to leapfrog grid infrastructure 
and convert the high costs of distributed solar energy into 
affordable monthly payments, providing consumers a clean, 
reliable and cost-effective source of energy.

d.light has won numerous awards for its
effort to eradicate energy poverty from the 
developing world. 



d.light on the 
Center Stage
For over a decade, d.light has been endorsed 
by thought leaders and industry experts 
as a global agent of change.



Reality
Living on less than $1 a day, families 
at the base of the pyramid pay 
up to 25 cents daily for kerosene 
for light. Kerosene comes at a 
persistent financial cost, plus causes 
serious respiratory problems and 
is a significant fire risk. Existing 
solar lanterns available were too 
expensive to consider ($10 - $20).

Opportunity
Solar light is a safe, efficient way to 
light homes and businesses, saving 
families money in the long-term 
without subjecting them to the 
health hazards of kerosene. To 
compete with the slow-burn cost of 
kerosene, and give accessibility to 
all, d.light’s solar lantern could not 
retail for more than $5 USD.

Approach
Following human-centered 
design methodologies, d.light’s 
design team worked in Africa 
and India to understand how 
people would actually use a small 
solar lantern in their homes, and 
used these insights to tweak the 
product’s look, performance, and 
durability. The researchers then 
prototyped different use-cases 
and customizations in customers’ 
homes to finalize the design, while 
the team back home worked 
tirelessly, leveraging manufacturing 
relationships, existing product 
learnings, and years of human-
centered engineering expertise to 
bring the A1 down to the magical 
$5 price.

Outcome
Launched in July 2015, the d.light 
A1 was the first quality solar lantern 
of its kind, available at $5 USD. 
The durable and versatile design 
was ultra-portable, lighting every 
corner and providing families 
with a 20% increase in income by 
deferring expenditure on kerosene. 
As of date, it has sold over 2 million 
units worldwide, bringing light to 
over 10 million people, and has 
been recognized with prestigious 
awards such as Spark, Core 77 and 
Innovation By Design.
 

Designing 
the d.light A1
The world’s most affordable quality solar lantern

All d.light products bring new 
human-centered design 
solutions to the world. 

Each d.light product has its own 
unique customer story to tell! 



d.light Pay-as-you-go (PayGo)
Affordability at Scale
There is strong demand for solar home systems (SHS) that are capable of  
powering multiple lights, mobile charging, radio, fan, and TV.

Many potential customers spend more on kerosene and mobile charging 
in a year than the total cost of an SHS, but do not have enough cash at one 
time to afford the upfront cost of the SHS.

By allowing customers to pay in installments over a year or more, d.light is 
able to break this affordability barrier. Unlike other products and services 
on the market, d.light’s PayGo technology offers ultimate flexibility and 
can support the following:

Business model:
• Lease-to-own model with flexible term length
• Service (utility) model
• Ability to finance additional products using the existing asset as collateral

Payment frequency:
• Daily, weekly, monthly

Customer makes 
installment payments
via mobile money.

Customer pays down 
payment and takes 
product home.

Customer signs 
contract and is 
registered.

If customer misses a 
payment, their system 
will automatically lock.

Customer receives 
unlock code via SMS 
and enters it via keypad. 

When final payment is 
made, customer is sent a 
permanent unlock code.

How Does PayGo Work?

d.light is the world’s leading 
PayGo provider with over 1,500 
new customers registered every day.

1 2 3 4 5 6



d.light Atlas
Connecting Impact to Business
The d.light Atlas platform is the backbone of PayGo operations for
partners, equipping them with the tools needed to succeed and provide 
value for customers. Atlas’ simple, intuitive interface is designed for ease 
of use. All Data stored on Atlas is secured with the highest, bank-level 
security. Dedicated account managers stand ready to provide training 
and live-support globally.

Atlas currently provides seamless integration 
with over 20 leading telecom operators

Customer Registration

Payment Processing

Marketing Materials

Call Center Dashboard

Service and Repair

Field Team Management

Inventory Management

What can Atlas 
do for you?

The d.light Atlas platform is included 
complementary with the purchase 
of d.light PayGo-enabled products. 



Product Range



For hundreds of millions of people living without grid access, A2 is the first quality 
solar lantern they can afford, providing up to a 20% increase in income for other 
uses. Its small and versatile design is ultra-portable yet powerful enough to spread 
light to every corner of the room. Solar power allows parents to improve their 
children’s health and invest in their education and future.

The d.light S3 is the next generation of the world’s best-selling solar 
lantern. This easy-to-use solar-powered light enables children across the 
developing world to study during evening hours, improving their grades 
and creating a brighter future. Parents love the affordability, reliability and 
opportunity it provides.

A2 S3d.light A2 

Everyday Lantern
d.light S3

Learning Light

Rechargeable battery
4+ hours of light per full charge

Brightness
3x brighter than kerosene

Solar panel
Integrated solar panel

Portability
Adjustable handle and stand

Rechargeable battery
Up to 12 hours per full charge

Brightness
4x brighter than kerosene

Solar panel
Integrated solar panel

Portability
Adjustable handle and stand



The d.light S30 solar lantern is built for the whole family to enjoy together. The 
S30’s unique conical shape reflects light into every corner of the room. Whether 
lighting up a home or providing light when walking about at night, the S30 
provides an affordable, portable lighting solution. 

The d.light S200 is a mobile-charging solar lantern, ensuring that you 
always stay connected, night or day. The lantern can be placed on a table, 
hung from the ceiling, and used outdoors. Its ambient light spreads a 
bright, even glow throughout the room, allowing for multiple tasks like 
studying or working to be completed simultaneously.

S30 S200

Rechargeable battery
Up to 12 hours per full charge

Brightness
6x brighter than kerosene

Solar panel
Integrated solar panel

Portability
Comfortable handle

d.light S30

Family Lantern

d.light S200
Mobile-Charging 
Lantern

Rechargeable battery
Up to 20 hours per full charge

Brightness
20x brighter than kerosene

Solar panel
Separate solar panel included

Portability
Adjustable handle and stand

Charger
Charges mobile devices



d.light S200
Mobile-Charging 
Lantern

The d.light T200 offers the best of both worlds - an ambient sidelight to brighten 
up the home for up to 8 hours, and a super-bright torch with a beam length of a 
kilometer that will light up the way at night outside. What’s more, stay connected 
with friends and family, as the T200 also charges mobiles for free via the USB port. 
A 3-in-1 marvel, powered by solar energy!

The d.light T200R adds FM radio and MP3 playback to the feature-packed T200. 
The lantern can play content directly via USB and SD card, and its external 
antenna ensures clear radio signals. With a powerful speaker delivering crisp 
sound, the d.light T200R is truly music to the ears!

Rechargeable battery
Up to 8 hours per full charge

Brightness
18x brighter than kerosene

Solar panel
Separate solar panel included

Portability
Comfortable handle

Charger
Charges mobiles via USB port

Radio
FM radio with MP3 playback

Rechargeable battery
Up to 8 hours per full charge

Brightness
18x brighter than kerosene

Solar panel
Separate solar panel included

Bright torch function
Torch beam (1km distance)

Ambient sidelight 
Sidelight setting provides 
ambient light for indoor use

Bright torch function
Torch beam (1km distance)

Charger
Charges mobiles via USB port

T200 T200Rd.light T200 

Farmer Torch
d.light T200R

Music Lantern

Portability
Comfortable handle

Ambient sidelight 
Sidelight setting provides 
ambient light for indoor use



The d.light D100 solar home lighting system brings home modern lighting.  Once 
installed, the D100 provides bright light to three separate rooms. Wall-mountable 
switches offer convenience while the power pack can power multiple mobile 
phones and other small accessories after just a single day of solar charging.

The d.light D180 is the ideal power grid for home or business, bundled with 
lights and useful accessories. This modern, efficient energy solution includes a 
solar panel, mobile-charging battery pack, three solar lights, three light switches, 
a torch, and FM radio. Upgrade to a modern lifestyle with the d.light D180.

Rechargeable battery
Up to 24 hours per full charge

Brightness
20x brighter than kerosene

Charger
Charges mobiles via USB port

PayGo
Pay in easy installments

Rechargeable battery
Up to 24 hours per full charge

Brightness
20x brighter than kerosene

Torch
Rechargeable torch included

Charger
Charges mobiles via USB port

Radio
FM radio with MP3 playback

PayGo
Pay in easy installments

D100 D180d.light D100

Solar Home System
d.light D180

Solar Home System



X1000 d.light X1000
Solar Home System

d.light X500
Solar Home System

The X500 is an affordable solar home system that can power 12V appliances like 
the d.light 19”  TV or fan, USB-powered accessories, mobile phones and bright 
lights for hours after just a single day of charge. Each unit comes bundled with 
a bright tube light, fully customizable lamp brightness, two linkable bulbs, and 
optional appliances.

The revolutionary d.light X1000 solar home system grows with your 
aspirations, powering multiple appliances, accessories, mobile phones 
and bright lights after just a single day of charge. Each unit comes bundled 
with a bright tube light, fully customizable lamp brightness, four linkable 
bulbs, accessories and optional appliances such as the 32 ” TV.

TV
19” HD display with in-built DVBT-2+S2 
tuner (purchasable separately)

TV
32” HD display with in-built DVBT-2+S2 
tuner with CI Slot(purchasable separately)

Brightness
40x brighter than kerosene

Charger
Mobile charging via USB port

PayGo
Pay in easy installments

Brightness
40x brighter than kerosene

Radio
FM radio with MP3 
playback

Charger
Mobile charging via USB port

PayGo
Pay in easy installments

Torch
Rechargeable torch
included

X500



Charger
Mobile charging via USB port

X2000 d.light X2000
Solar Home System

The d.light X2000 is a solar powerhouse, running multiple appliances like the 32”  TV and fan, accessories, 
mobile phones, and bright lights with the flick of a switch. Each unit comes bundled with a host of 
innovations – a super-bright tube light, fully customizable lamp brightness, four linkable bulbs, ultra-
efficient accessories like the radio and torch, and a growing list of aspirational d.light appliances.

TV
32” HD display with in-built DVBT-2+S2 tuner 
with CI slot (purchasable separately)

Brightness
60x brighter than kerosene

Radio
FM radio with MP3 playback

PayGo
Pay in easy installments

Torch
Rechargeable torch included

Multi-speed fan
2 speed settings



SV320Si d.light SV320Si

Solar TV
The d.light 32” solar TV brings home a world of entertainment with beautiful 
colors in HD, brilliant clarity and deep contrast, all complemented by clear sound 
and powerful bass. The in-built digital tuner gives access to free-to-air channels 
without needing a separate set-top box. The d.light TV is extremely energy-
efficient and can be powered by d.light solar home systems via the 12V port.

32” display 

1080p HD
Plays high definition content

Solar powered
Free for life

Built-in DVBT-2+S2 tuner with CI slot
Watch free channels without needing set-top box

LED technology
Low power consumption 

SV190S d.light SV190S

Solar TV
Stay informed about the world with the d.light 19” solar TV, which gives access to 
scores of free-to-air channels without the need to buy a set-top box. The d.light 
TV also supports content via USB, HDMI or AV cable in full 1080p HD. The d.light 
19” TV is feature-packed, while consuming lesser energy than a light bulb!

19” display 

1080p HD
Plays high definition content

Solar powered
Free for life

Built-in DVBT-2+S2 tuner
Watch free channels without needing set-top box

LED technology
Low power consumption 



The d.light SF31 solar fan keeps the family comfortable for longer thanks to its 
high-efficiency DC brushless motor. The fan can be powered by d.light solar 
home systems via the 12V port.

SF31d.light SF31

Solar Fan

12V DC powered
compatible with d.light systems

Multi-speed
2 speed settings

Bright light
In-built LED lighting

Widespread reach
Oscillation to cover the entire room

The d.light SF40 rechargeable solar fan keeps the scorching heat at bay, 
increasing productivity and providing comfortable sleep for hours. Stay cool 
this summer using the power of the sun!

SF40d.light SF40

Solar Fan

Rechargeable battery
Up to 8 hours per full charge

Multi-speed
2 speed settings

Bright light
In-built LED lighting

Widespread reach
Oscillation to cover
the entire room

Solar panel
Separate solar panel included



Product Solar Panel 
Maximum 
Brightness

Maximum 
Runtime

Mobile 
Charging

d.light 
Warranty

A2 0.3W 30 lm 4hrs 1 Year

 S3 0.3W 40 lm 12hrs 2 Years

 

S30 0.3W 60 lm 12hrs 2 Years

 S200 2.3W 200 lm 20hrs 2 Years

T200 2.8W 180 lm 8hrs 2  Years

T200R 2.8W 180 lm 8hrs 2  Years



Product D100 D180 X500 X1000 X2000

Solar Panel 9W 12W 25W 40W 80W

Brightness 440 lm 440 lm 840 lm 1480 lm 1480 lm

Lights 3 3 3 5 5

Radio

Torch

Appliances 19” TV 32” TV 32” TV and fan

Mobile Charging

PayGo Enabled

d.light Warranty 2  Years 2  Years* 2 Years 2 Years* 2 Years*

*1-year warranty for radio and torch



www.dlight.com

@dlightdesign

@dlightdesigninc

@dlightdesigninc

@dlightdesign


